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Dear 8irs:

contract, and if so, whethe
to Pritchard and Ad

perties wherever situsated
arger County, Texas, &nd un-
ses and royalty lnterests adjacent

cond Party further agrees to secure
Party ell informatiocn posaible and
available for the use of the First Party, ait-
ting 28 a Board of Equalization, in determining
the proper valuations to be fixed upon such
properties for essessment and taxation purposes,
and genexally to ¢ozpile such informatipn as
shnll be of aild and benefit to said First Party

Simsmimsi s wa mE CONETRUED AS A DEFARTMENTAL OFINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRET ASSISTANY
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in equalizing the value of such propertiss
Tor taxation. 3Said party of the Second Part
agrees to meet with the Coamissioners' Court
of Wilbarzger County, sitting as a Eozrd of
Equalization, and to furnish eaild Board with
all the information sacured by thea durlng
their investigations for the jpurposs of

gqualiv.inn the assasazants unon such proper-

M ey Weaw SR STISFRATesivw - L

ties. Seid Party of the Second Part zlso
obligates itgelf to aske a survey of all

pipe lines, gas lines and systems, refineries,
Zasoline plents, tank farms, tenkage, stor-
ate, oarbon bleok plants, supply houses, end
all othexr properties of value used in connec-
tion with =aid o0ll and ges development, inoclud-
ing transportation faclilitles and 4including
oublic utility properties, exoent telephcone
systems and rallroads.

*3. TFor asnd in consideration of the
skilled services, tachnical kaowledze and
sxperisnce of Second Party in ths performance
of the oblicaticns devolving upon thexn here-
under, First Party agrees and oblizates 1t-
self to coxpensate Second Party in the manner
following: Sald Seosnd Perty shall recelvs
an amount tc boe pald out of the General Yund
or ceneral fund and other funds of Wilbarger
County, equal to fcur (4) cents on eachL one
hundred (100) dollar valuation coverinz all
0ll propertiss or other mineral interest,
and publle utility properties assessed for
the year 1940, excert telephons systens and
1allroad,

"t041 Properties' as herein used, is
und srstood to include oil, zas, sulohur
deposits, storace, gethering lines and
systems, refineries, gasoline plante, tanks,
and tank farms, tenkacse, gtorsge oil, car-
bon blagk plants, supply houses, drilling
rigs, derriciks, oll and gas leases, royal-
ty interests in lend, developed and undevel-
oped, and all other property of whetever
charscter or value used in connectlion with
0il and gas development, iacludisag transpor-
tation faoilities,”
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A vory siailar ocontr-ct was involved in the gese
of Roper vs, Hall, 280 S, &, 289, bofore the %aco Court of
Civil Appeals., The validity of such contract was sustaln-
ed, the court saying thet:

"The making of the onatract under oonsidera-
tion was within the implied power possessed by
the Commissioners' Court of freestone County."

In the case of Merguart vs, Harris County, 117 S, W. {24]
494, at pags 502, it was said by ths Galveston Court of
civi Appeals that a Commisgioners'! Court may validly
enploy skilled sxperts t: valus for taxatlion purposes

Rropert in special instences whare technical equipment
8 required,

In the Roper vs. Hall case, supra, the contract
grovided that the coupenzation to be paid by Freostone
ounty to the expert should bde_paid out of the zZeneral
fund of that county. ¥¢e rely largely on that case in
ansvering that the Commicsioners' Court had the authority

to make the contract in questiocn. It is our further oginion
that the whole of the coapensation to be paild tc Sec::n

Parties ~ust come frorx the feneral fund, and that no pert
tteyeof may be taxen frox sinxing funds.

In your ssaxne letter, y'u alss request our opin-
=0 oancarnini the pag;ent of trevelinz expenses in the
sum of £212.74 to E, G. Ayoook. The details conoerning
the incurring of these ex)enseg must be furnished to us,

Lewever, boefore we will be able to edvise y u concerning
the samé,

Yours very truly

ATTCRNZY GINZXAL 27 TIXES

Glénn K., Lewis
Assistnant
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